Obesity hypoventilation [corrected] syndrome in the differential diagnosis of a pulmonary mass.
Dyspnea and cyanosis are common presenting manifestations of cardiopulmonary disease. When these findings occur in a cigarette smoker with an apparent pulmonary mass on chest radiograph, the differential diagnosis rapidly narrows to a short list of possibilities that include pulmonary neoplasm, pulmonary infection and pulmonary infarction. Pulmonary hypertension with pulmonary arterial enlargement and hypoxia secondary to alveolar hypoventilation should also, however, be included as a diagnostic possibility in the appropriate setting because the evaluation and treatment of this entity may differ markedly.